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Abstract — Through the lens of indigenous hermeneutics, this talk expands upon
the previous interpretation of potsherd pavements in Yoruba culture, moving
beyond their role as architectural floors. It emphasizes their multi-functional
roles, serving as sundials, naturalistic art objects, and cartographic maps. By
examining festival ceremonies associated with potsherd pavements in two
Yoruba kingdoms— Ijebu and Ile-Ife— the presentation reveals that the newly
1dentified functions of these pavements are integral to the Yoruba's systems of
time-reckoning, ritual practices, power dynamics, and spatial politics, as well as
to the broader fabric of their social organization. Therefore, this talk advocates
for a nuanced approach to Yoruba archaeology, one that considers the 'unwritten
documentations' found within this hermeneutical framework as a basis for
locating sites, excavating units, and interpreting finds. Through this
hermeneutical lens, we open new avenues for understanding social complexity in
pre-colonial African societies.
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